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II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 
Tue Charu Mihir [Mymonsingh] of the 9th April says that on the day 


eee f the last astams bathing in the Brahmaputra, April 9th, 1901, 
A complaint against the police. sina rsons offered sacrifices of sheep on the 


river bank opposite to Mymensingh town. But the policemen stationed at 
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the place forcibly possessed themselves of the sacrificed animals to the great : : 


disappointment of their owners. 


9, The Madaripur correspondent of the Srs Sri Vishnu .Priya-o-Ananda su: visunv Bo | 4 


Bazar Pairika [Calcutta] of the 10th April asks Paira-o- 


The grant of leave to an accused § ir i+ has been right to grant leave for two nw “la i | 


snestucne ts to the Sub-Inspector of er eteag in the Faridpur Apri! 10th, 1901. 


district just now when the charges of corruption against him are under inves- 
tigation. It is hoped that the Inspector of Madaripur, who has been deputed 


to make the investigation, will make a careful and thorough investigation into 
the charges, : 


a 
EG LOLA LALLA 
ee eee 


3. A correspondent of the Khulna Fee of the 11th April complains = xxuim, | 
of the prevalence of theft in Mulghar, a village in April 11th, 1901. | 


_ ae theft ina village the Khulna district. Within a short time four or five 
nak nc catue reer cases of theft with house-breaking have occurred in 
the village, and though all these cases have been reported to the police, no steps 
have been taken to trace the offenders. The police are generally unwilling to 
take down depositions, unless the complainants can give the names of the 

thieves or can identify them, and even if, for the sake of duty, they take down 
depositions, they do not think it necessary to hold any careful investigation. 

Recently, there was a theft with housebreaking in the house of Babu Sita 

Nath Mitra. On the morning following the occurrence, Sita Nath Babu 

reported the case to the Fakirhat thana, but the Sub-Iuspector in charge was 

unwilling to entertain the case as one of theft with house-breaking, and sug- 

gested to Sita Nath Babu that, if he was not able to identify the thief, he 

might say in his deposition that a pot ‘of molasses having been found at the 

mouth of the hole made in the wall, the hole might have been made by a jackal 

as well. Sita Nath Babu accordingly deposed to that effect. In this case, the 

police ought to have held some investigation, and at least taken the evidenca. 

of some villagers. It ought, also, after this occurrence, to have made special | 

police arrangements for watch and ward. There are five or six chaukidars in 

the village. They cultivate their lands in day time and go to sleep at night. 

They attend at the thana once a week and take their pay every month. The 

villagers cannot go to sleep at night for fear of thieves, but have to pay the 
chaukidari tax all the same. 

4. The Jyott [Chittagong] of the 1]th April says that although all Jron, 
Exactions from pilgrims by ©@Ctions from pilgrims have been prohibited by April 11th, 1901. 

mohants in the Chittagong dis- Government, yet the mohants of Barabkund and 

trict. Sitakund, in the Chittagong district, do not allow 

any one to enter the local shrines unless he pays certain fees. The writer is 

aware that in many instances pilgrims have not been allowed to see the gods 

for failure to pay the fees. 

5. The Httavadi [Calcutta] of the 12th April has the following :— eenen 


; | For sometime past the Poona Police has been — 
Police s — p e roon Ns April 12th, 1901. 
seals — a engaged in the work of taking a political census. 
Full particulars of those who join public movements are being taken down. 


Sometime ago secret instructions were issued to the police by the executive 
authorities in this connection, and matters were being so long managed secretly. 
But now the police has become so much emboldened as to freely and un- 
ceremoniously enter the houses of respéctable citizens of Poona for the 
purpose of collecting full information regarding them. It is superfluous to say 
that the police keeps a sharp eye on the movements of Mr. Bal Gangadhar 
Tilak and his friends. We do not know under what section of the Acts and 

egulations in force the police are acting in this manner—in a manner, that is, 
which is so extremely insulting toa gentleman, If the owner of the house 
visited by the police receives them as unceremoniously aa they enter it, 
very likely the result will be a friction, With reference to this subject we 
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have one remark to make. There can be no question as to the desirability of 
Government’s making itself acquainted with the leaders of the courtry, ‘But 
it is not a wise policy to ask the help of the police in this matter. Formerly 
it was one of, the principal duties of the District Officer to make himself | 
acquaitited with the men of light and leading in: his district. But now the 
officials do not freely mix with the people, and so Government finds it 
necessary tu rely on the police for the sup ly of ‘the: information: it wants, 
But the old plan was decidedly the better and more satisfactory, 
6. The same paper says that a respectable native woman of Shyam- 
| 3 _.' nagore, who had gone out to the outlying. field, 
Shooting sccident at Shyam- wag shot in the thigh by some unknown hand 
wi at and is now lying in a precarious condition. The 
European employés of the local mill go out on shooting excursions, mori 
and evening, when the people of the village generally resort to the fields an 
ens to satisfy the a, of nature. Such accidents can only be averted if 
unting within inhabited localities is stopped by Government. 
7. The same. paper 7a that the newspaper agitation against the 
| ‘5 En abuli oppression has received the attention of 
Base A gad the police against Government, and several Kabulis at Serampore and 
. other places have been bound down to keep the 
peace. The Inspector-General of Police, Bengal, has also issued a circular to 
the District Superintendents of Police to keep an eye on the proceedings and 
movements of the Kabulis. It is also stated in his circular that in man 
villages the Kabulis lend money to poor villagers at the high interest of four 
annas per rupee, and afterwards realise the money either by taking the law 
into their own hands or by the help of Civil Courts. In the Serampore 
district alone the number of such Shylocks is not less than 860! ‘The 
Inspector-General has asked the police to charge such Kabuli money-lenders 
under section 110 of the Indian Penal Code and to ascertain the number of 
Kabulis in every district and their ways. The people of Bengal will remain 
grateful to the Inspector-General for his kindheartedness and promptitude. 
- 8, The Mthtr-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 12th April expresses sorrow 
at the retirement of Mr. James, the late Com- 
missioner of Police, who has earned a good reputa- 
tion during along career of 38 years, His attitude with regard to plague 
regulations created no panic in the minds of the public, and he has earned the 
regard and esteem of every one in this country. Mr. James maintained the 
dignity of his position and won the hearts of the people, and it may be hoped 
that Mr. Showers will follow in the footsteps of his predecessor. 
9. The Navayug [Calcutta] of the 13th April has the following :— 
: : et When Mr. Buckland was Commissioner of the 
pe crise oppression on manjhtsat Dacca Division, an embankment was raised with 
public funds near the Buri Ganga, und’ was named 
after him. This was used as a mooring by the boat manjhis and as a landing 
lace for passengers. But as soon as the District Magistrate of Dacca 
ound lodgings in the newly-built riverside house of the Nawab, the public was 
deprived of its free access to the Buckland Embankment, and constant police 
watch was kept to prevent the manjhis from mooring their boats there. We 
are sorry to hear that the police is very much oppressing the manjhis. If the 
manjhis commit any illegalities, the police may bring charges against them 
instead of taking the law into their own hands. 
10, . The same paper has the following :— 


Retirement of Mr. James. 


, On Tuesday last a man with previous convic- 

Seli nae y seed,” 
is ee tions for selling cocaine was sentenced by the 
Presidency Magistrate of the Northern, Division to undergo rigorous imprison- 


ment for two weeks and also to pay a fine of Rs. 80‘ for the same offence. 
A new cocaine shop has been opened in Upper Chitpur Road within the juris- 
diction of the Burtollah thana. The other day we saw the panwalla, who 
is the owner of this shop, selling cocaine under the very nose of a paharawalls. 
— 11. The Prativass [Calcutta] of the 15th April says: that neous two 
eotels bi Judges of the Calcutta Hi else seed the 

detective ability. ohee lacking in opinion that the Be Police | possessed ‘no 
Hea detective ability. In reality, the Bengal Police 


~ 
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of tracing fugitive effenders and 
ot: feaging ugitive 


exercise their powers not for the p 


bringing them to justice, but for the purpose i 
peo “$ They do ee oes duels 2 mene 
O 


Pi te 4 3: Q 
f their thana, but busy themselves in ascertaining the movements of persons 
Baby Surendra Nath Banerji and others. This the police do under 


, 


from their officiel superiors. ~ 


ee « | Jar ‘Bankura | of the 16th April has the following :-- Bawguns Daaran, 
12 rhe Baskweo Dorpas UX ura} - the 
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PPO tahsildars and e ukid ia Raabe "The 
Appointment of tahsildars and ¢o yeglise the chavkidari tax in. 2. ee . 
+ directs ore police have been entrusted with the work of 
selection, and it is rumoured that the opportunity enables the police to 
fill their pockets. How far this is true is not known. It may be that people 


have not a very high opinion of the police, and therefore avail themeelves. of 
this. opportu iy oy acoke it. But we are of opinion that it would have been. 


better if the police had not been entrysted with the work of selection. 
12. A correspondent of the same paper says that bears and wolves are 
doing a t deal of havoc — cattle in the 
nS oo | a ae of Kadnagarh under the jurisdiction of the 
naa ee Raipur thana in the Bankura district. : 


(6)\— Working of the Courts. 


14, The Sré Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika {Calcutta} of the 
oe 10th April has the seaghcha AB po oe 7 
Acquittal in a case of outrage on A girl of fourteen, the daughter of Lalit Chandra 
a j ' Kacharu of Dasrain Manickganj, one day went 
to or gs torn under a tree not far away from her house. A young man 
named Kunja Behari Saha suddenly attacked her from behind in order to 
outrage her modesty. But a cry being raised by the girl, he made himself scarce. 
An action was brought against Kunje before the Deputy Magistrate of Manick- 
ganj, who sentenced the accused to undergo rigorous imprisonment for one 
hg and also to pay a fine of Rs. 15. But an ne Bey being preferred before 
r. Gordon ‘at Dacca, the learned Judge remarked that there was no other 
witness except the mother of the girl, whose evidence was full of discrepancy. 
The learned Judge also remarked that the accused did not say anything to the 
girl, so it was difficult to understand what made the girl think that the accused 
had attacked her with the intention of outraging her modesty. As there was no 
conclusive evidence bearing upon the motive of the accused according’ to the 
learned Judge, he acquitted the accused. We do not know whether the 
accused is really guilty or not, but from the grounds of acquittal, it appears that 
the Judge is totally ignorant of the ways and manners of this country. . 
15, The Chandpur correspondent of the Pratinidhi [Comilla] of the 10th 


ne April writes.as follows :— 
castes eyeairigione’ Sent st Mr. Vas, Civilian Subdivisional Officer o 


here Chandpur, has been in the station for nine months, 
during which time he has condu himself in a most arbitrary manner, and as 
if he were the supreme lord of the subdivision, without being responsible to any- 
body for his administration. He is full of overweening conceit and looks.down 
upon the natives. The oppressionshe publicly commits in his court are indescrib- 
able and cannot be believed by anybody who has not witnessed them. By his 
unreasonable acta, he insults and harrasses not only the parties, pleaders and 
witnesses, but even the very lookers-on. He often inflicts iid punishment 
on parties and witnessses by making them stand in the court-room in varioy 
postures and does not release them till after two or three hours they have ma 
some salaam: into the box.” The spectacle presented by men who are thys 
P ished, for instance by those who are made to stand on one leg, makes one’s 


air stand on end. At the time one feels tem to ask oneself if itis 
British rulo under which he is ving or the rule of tome savage. people. Sach 


rn . 


inhuman étrocities are committed not unfrequently, but almost every day.. 
Mr. Van also instrnoted kis Sub-Depute’ tr toilow kis. eeaole, toe 
tunately that officer has not carried out h 


instruction, eae 


April 16tb, 1901. 
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April 10th, 1901. 
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April 10th, 1901. 
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He ordered 8 police ‘enquiry into the character of men who 
certificates to practise as mukhtars and did not, even: after the police enquiry, 
issue certificates for some time. _ cle el a kt ae 

He seldom comes to court before 2 or 2-30 P.M., and commences ¢riminal 
work at 3 or 3-30 p.m. He holds his court only nominally on the days on which 
he wishes to join some sport. The cases are therefore repeatedly postponed, 
inflicting en trouble and considerable loss of m on the parties. -When 

nements, the file grows heavy, he holds the court twice 
every: day, 2 to 5 p.m. and again from 9 P.M to 1 a.m. On the 27th 
February last, he held his court at 9 P.M. in the jute godown on the other 
side of the river, and a cow which was the subject matter of a theft case had to 
be taken swimmirg in that cold weather across the river. The poor animal 
almost appeared dead with cold the next day. _ 

Mr. Vas’s doings, while on the Faridgan) tour, were so strange that they 
would make up another Arabian Nights’ Tales. He caned some with his own 
hand and committed the greatest zulm and gros on the khas mahal 
raiyats, in order to realise arrears of rent. enquiry into this matter is 
solicited. : 

The murderers of Ur Mirja of Kalipura and Alimaddi of Lakshmipur 


have not yet been traced, and no great effort seems to have been yet made to 
arrest them. 


16. The Basumats Sse of the 11th April has the following :— 
i o. eubeil " “gre the ae edd of Meher- 
r. e Subdivision ,in the district o ia, 18 evidently of opinion 
ional mre That night to the Genial Wass to bold bid Gout 
This practice of holding his court at night causes considerable inconvenience 
to the parties who are not residents of the place. His amia consider it a 
Saturday half-holiday if they can go home after 9 p.m. Mr. Reid sometimes 
holds his court.afresh after 9 p.m. At the very outset he takes it for granted 
that the witnesses have come to give false evidence, so they have to pass 
through a severe ordeal of abuses and threats. Mr. Reid has a queer idea of 
the gravity of offences, and finds no difference between a murder case and a 
case of taking away by force a cow. 


17. The Jyot [Chittagong } of the 11th — says tiat the transfers of 
; r. Lucas, formerly Deputy Magistrate of Cox’s 
culstenes ack cfheers. in the azar, and Babu Banamali Pramanik, Khas 
Tabsildar, have brought great relief to the people 
of Chittagong. But mere transfer seems very inadequate punishment for the 
saat offences which they have committed in "Caliingena. Such undue 
eniency simply emboldens offenders. ~~ | 


18. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 12th April has the ggg | — 
The Pennell effeir | ‘hose who find fault with Mr. Pennell for 
introducing irrelevant topics in his judgment do 

not think for a moment that be had no other alternative. It is very easy to 

find fault with Mr. Pennell’s judgment for its supposed irrelevancy, but it is 
not so easy to show such Satelligenes as has been shown by Mi. Pennell. 

Neither Mr. Bolton, nor Mr. Bourdillon, or, for the matter of that, not ever 

Sir John Woodburn himself could attain such a high place in the Civil 

Service Examination as was attained by Mr. Pennell. ‘Bo it would not do now 

to call him foolish or mad out of spite. 


Mr. Pennell has maintained the dignity of truth and his own sense of 
justice at the sacrifice of self-interest. Had Mr. Pennell written his judgment 
in obedience to the wishes of his superiors, he would have escaped their 
wrath. In that case, matters would have run smoothly, high offici would 
not have been exposed, and no one could have suspected that even the Chief 
Justice was implicated in the wire-pulling affair. | 

Mr. Pennell has shown, at the , sacrifice of his own interests, how the 
machinery of the administration works in India. Even those who are loud in 
their professions of loyalty to Government are at heart now blaming some of 
the officials. Henceforth no one will wonder if the seat oft:the Chief Justice 
becomes a scene for the enactment of farces. Thanksto Mr. Pennell, people 
now clearly see how rare a thing is justice in India, and an impression is 
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t issues like bona reg canine and 
th of a native are dis of in obedience tothe wishes of European ladies. 
Mr. Pennell is going to lose his service. But had he cared for it, he 
would not have tried to lower Sir John Woodburn in the public estimation 
nor destroy the reverence of the people for the Chief Justice. His self-sacrifice 
bears testimony to the nobleness of the English people, and we are bound to 
say that a nation which produces men like Mr. Pennell is to be congratulated 
on its good luck, We forget all about narrow-minded Englishmen and look 
up to Mr. Pennell with wonder and admiration. er ar 
It would be a matter of glory even if Mr, Pennell wern dismissed from service 
or snubbed by the Anglo-Indian community. ‘We now clearly see that much 


ining ground that even impe 


good has come out of evil. If Mr. Pennell had not written his famous judg- | 


ment, we doubt whether Mr. B. L. Gupta would have been promoted to the 
High Court Bench or Mr. K. G. Gupta made Commissioner of the Orissa 
Division. Whatever may happen to Mr. Pennell himself, we have not been: 
losers after all. In fact, Mr. Pennell has done more service than could have 
been done by twenty National Congresses, cle oe ee 1 sales 

We dare not speak out our mind only for fear of imprisonment for sedition ; 
otherwise meetings would have been held in every village to show our 

titude to Mr. Pennell and our want of confidence in the whims and caprices 
of the law courts, and in the impartial Fes of Government. Government 
can do whatever it likes, but it can never deprive the people of their judgment. 
The public have no doubt whatever that Mr. Reily committed perjury, although 
every one may not show the courage of his conviction and speak out his mind. 
Is it not an open secret that Government tries to promote those ver 
officers who have been publicly censured by itself? We thank Mr. Pennell 
for his desire to bring these matters to the notice of the King-Emperor. 

Mr. Pennell was not actuated by an undue partiality for his fellow- 
countrymen, and ho therefore thought it improper to treat unjustly a subject 
people belonging to a different race, He did not swerve an inch from the path 
of duty owing. to the temptation of promotion. He did not shrink from 
incurring the risk of losing his service and from upholding tho dignity of 
truth, equity and justice. It is for these reasons that the image uf the high- 
minded Mr. Pennell will be for ever engraven on the minds of the Indians. 
He may have no statue raised in his honour on the maidan or in the Town 
Hall, but his name will become immortal in India, If the British rule become 

rmanent in India, it willbe so only through the good qualities of men like 
r. Pennell. 
19. A correspondent of the same paper writes as follows:— 


ee The Munsif of Bhanga, in the district of 
The conduct of o'Munelt. Faridpur, the other day ordured the court-peon to 
drag before him by the ear some school-boys playing in the court compound, 
But the court-peon instead of obeying his order to the letter warned the boys 
gently, for which offence he was fined Re. 1 by the Munsif, which the boys 
have offered to pay by raising a subscription. The procrastination of the 
Munsif causes great inconvenience to the parties, But certain high-handed 
peons have been greatly checked by him. . 
20. ‘The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 15th April says that the 
North-Western Provinces Government has fixed 
the 16th April 1901 as the date for holding the 
: examination of amia in Hindi and Urdu characters 
to ascertain whether they can write both with facility. The date is drawing 
near, but no arrangements are being made for the examination. Sir Antony 


Hindi as Court language in the 
North-Western Provinces. 


MacDonnell will go away, but Hindus and Musalmans will go on quarrelling 


over this question. 


21. The Prabhat [Calcutta] of the 17th April says that Mr. Abdur 


a Rakin -vahim, the new Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta 

An ; 3 : 4 £18 ra 60 C 
peli Be wot; Acero has committed a great injustice in a recent case, 
certain respectable native widow complained to 
the Magistrate against certain persons who ‘had attempted to outrage her 
modesty when she had been’ going by a lane from her dwn house to 8 
neighbouring one. Her pleader prayed that ‘his client, being a parda-nishin 


lady, might be examined in her palanquin. The Magistrate, however, rejected 
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the er, stying that @ wonian who publicly walked on foot: through a lose. 
had so right to a herself a parda-nishin lady, and made the complainant _ ‘ 
in the witness box, and give her deposition. The Magistrate’s action was 
highly objectionable to the Hindu community and has displeased’ a large- 
number of people. Many respectable women ge on foot to the river Hooghly . 
to bathe and also tothe houses of ‘their neig , 
women often walk from one village to another on foot. Does that make those. 


bours ; in es re le’ 


women lose their abru or pardah ? The High Court ought to be moved for a. 


distinct ruling on the point. 
i | (d)—Educa tion. | 
- 92. A correspondent of the Khademul Islam [Calcutta] for April has the 
following:— ss 


Madrassa reform. 


Everywhere the cry is heard that the education 
imparted in the Bengal Madrassas is useless, and not suited to the requirements 
of the times. A good many Bengal Madrassa scholars declare that they have 
spent a valuable part of their lives in learning the Madrassa course, but have 
daived no benefit from their+education. ‘This complaint, to tell the truth, is 
becoming almost universal and has attracted the notice even of Government, 
At the Educational Conference held. in Calcutta in 1899 Sir John Woodburn 


- directed the Select Committee of that conference to submit a report to him 


with reference to the alteration that was needed in the courso of the Bengal. 
Madrassas. But it is a regret that the Committee has not up to this time 
submitted the report in question, and the Government is therefore unable to do 
anything in the matter. Is it not the duty of the Government, as well as the 
leaders of the Musalman community, to remove the defects which exist in those. 
institutions ? If our leaders intend to say anything against Madrassa reform, 
they ought to say it plainly, so that we may be in a better position to 
understand their views, Their unconcerned attitude is not good in any way. 
Do they not know that our present decline has resulted from their lon 

indifference in the past? We are sorry to say that the Government has entrusted: 
the work of Madrassa reform to Musalmaus from whom we cannot expect 
anything. If it had entrusted the work to some Government officials, their 


decision would have been quite satisfactory. In fact, the reform of the Madrassa 


course is indispensably necessary, not only because it includes some useless ' books, 
but also because the knowledge inculcated by it does not suit the requirements 
of the times. In many cases, therefore, we find the Madrassa scholars utterly 
ignorant of the world and quite incapable of earning their livelihood by honest 
means. They totally depend upon their well-to-do neighbours for their daily 
bread, and they are a burden upon the society of which they are members. 
Those who are against the reform may say that the Bengal Madrassas exist only 
to impart religious education, and that the Madrassa students have nothing to do 
with the world, or its joys and cares. No man will dare deny the supreme 
importance of religious education. Our contention is that some of the books in 
the Madrassa course, which are of no use at all, should be replaced by useful ones. 
A good number of the Madrassa students come successfully out of these 
Madrassas, but they are so ignorant of the world that they cannot help them- 
selves, not to speak of their helping others. If they could render any service to 
their community, we should not have fallen in such misery, nor had we been 
called ignorant by aliens. Our present misfortune is partly due to the un- 
usefulness of these Madrassa scholars who are very numerous in Bengal. 

_ It 1s a regret that our leaders disallow a thing which Islam does not 
disallow. Islam does not disallow the learning of arts and sciences which are 
indispensably necessary for human kind. There are many Madrassas in Turkey, 
Egypt and Persia, where the course of studies includes religion as well as 
modern science. The scholars of those institutions, therefore, exercise full 
control over the temporal as well as the spiritual affairs of the nation. 
Ministers and Governors are chosen from among them. The Musalmans are 
seeing what is the result of the learning in Bengal Madrassas. They see that 
to learn the Madrassa standard means begging in the end, and yet they are 
indifferent in the matter. Government, out of kindness, has opened the 
Bengal Madrassas, so that the Musalmans may receive education after their owB 
fashion, but.it is a ‘pity that the Musalmans thus educated can neither help the 
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when, i 
they w 
nothing 
University, they ° 
bY. the ‘ orenne oe 
which they are not Dt. ' nd we 
earnestly solicit the Government to direct its attention to the matter; the 
sooner this is done the better. on | | \ rae 
3. The Jyoté [Chittagong] of the 11th April says that Baba Sarada 
, it: Kouta ; en, Deputy Tadsincsie’ of Schools in the 
payment of pan- (Chittagong Division, has earned the gratitude of the 
pandits of the vernacular schools in the division by 
arranging for the regular and punctual payment of their monthly salaries. 
Formerly they used to get their salaries after the lapse of three months or more. 
It is a pity that the District Board authorities should be found unmindful of the 
fact that pandits who are as a class poor men wholly depend on salaries for their 
living. eae 
24, The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 11th April says that three students 
¥ pi : the Cane Bs ae'4 School wrlkas died of 
Grievances of the students of nlague, others applied to the Superintendent, pray- 
peste, washers test fa te at they might be eneanued from liabilit to 
attend plague cases in the school hospital. But their application. has Cece 
rejected, although, in reference to a similar application made last year, it was 
remarked by the Superintendent that he did not like to force the students to 
attend plague cases, and that those only who were willing might doso. The 
students are treated worse than the coolies, domes and mehters attached to 
the school, and whenever anything improper happens in the hospital, they are 
regarded with suspicion and made to suffer. If the real offender is afterwards 
found’ out, so much the better for the students, otherwise they are doomed. 
Even when the real offender is discovered, no steps are taken tu punish him. 


25. Referring to the recent appointment by Government of members 


dits’ salaries. 


to the Central Text-book Committee, the Sanjivans 


Appointment of members tothe /(Calcutte | of the 11th April writes as follows:—. 
ema heres astiwgiriiem Authors of tei enon as well as people who do 
not reside in Calcutta, have not been appointed to the Committee. That is wh 
persons like Pandit Hara Prasad Sastri, Rai Radhika Prasanna Mukherji 
Bahadur and Babu Chandra Nath Basu have lost their places on the Committee. 


All this is right and proper. But in going to avoid one pitfall, Government 
has allowed itself to be precipitated into another and a worse one. An English- 


man will find it hard to believe that a Bengali may not know the Bengali ’ 


aDgUages that a Bengali M. A. may be unable to write a letter in’ Bengali. 
‘he 
twenty-one members, who have been newly appointed to the Committee, none 


but Pandit Kali Prasanna Bhattacharyya, Pandit Rajendra Chandra Shastri and 
Babu Bireswarur Chatterji has ever made Bengali a subject of study. a 


The new appointments will be regarded by many people as a sign that 


Bengali literature is doomed. The cry of scientific education will prove the’ 
ruin of the Bengali lengeeg- Fishermen’s lan e will now be raised to the 
hanks to the combined influences of English and Sanskrit, 


status of literature. T 


the Bengali language was making rapid improvement and: probably in another 


fifty years it might compete with the English language in ‘richness and 
expressiveness. eye 


Sir John Woodburn says that the fate of a literature does not de nd on 


text-books. If the opinion had been expressed by Mr, Pedler, who has very 


erence between spoken and written Bengali is great. Among the’ 


Jron, 
April’ 11th, 1901. 


 Bastmatr, 
April llth, 1901. 


‘Sawsrvamt, 
April llth, 1901. 


little acquaintance with history end literature, it would have caused no surprise. _ 


But the fact that a person like His Honour holds such a view has taken us 
quite aback, Let His Honour stop Bengali education in schools but for ten 
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ears, and he will find that a severe blow has been dealt at the rvot of Bengali 
iterature. A person who has studied English literature. from his boyhood 
will go on cultivating that language even up to his advanced life, and ‘wilt 
never spend a moment in the study of Bengali literature whose swoetnhons 
he has never tasted, | Hc AB ot Sere 
It is now clear why authors: have been asked to submit to the members 
of the Committee English translations of the books which are sent up for 
their approval. Of the twenty-one members, eight are Europeans who know 
almost nothing of Bengali literature. If an attempt had been madé in 
England to constitute a Committee for the selection of text-books for .an 
English University with Bengalis forming one-third of the total number of 
members, it would have caused a serious commotion throughout that country. 
Then, again, three of the members are almost completely anglicised, and two 
aro Muhammadans. Thus thirteen out of the twenty-one members know 
English far better than Bengali. Of the remaining eight, five know Bengali, 
but cannot write in that language, so that they are sure to make bad judges 
of the merits of Bengali books, The rules, as framed at first, required the 
submission of translations of Bengali books on literature also, but the question 
of Babu Ananda Mohan Basu convinced Government of its mistake. Sir John 
Woodburn now realised the unwisdom of the course to which he was being 
led by Mr. Pedler’s indiscreet counsel, and it was decided that authors would 
not be required to submit translations of books on literature and mathematics, 
Henceforth history will be taught in the form of literature; for this téason 
historical lessons have been substituted for history, and for the C course, 
it has been arranged that literature should be taught from history. But if 
translations be not necessary in the case of books on literature why should 
they be needed in the case of historical lessons? But the way the Committée 
has been constituted convinces us that it will be necessary to submit transla- 
tions of books*‘on all subjects along with the manuscripts of their Bengali 
originals. Because it is clear that to the majority of the members, Bengali 
manuscripts will be quite unintelligible. It has been decided that such manus-._ 
cripts should be type-written, but there are no machines to do type-writing in 
Bengali. Mr. Brown advocated the writing of all manuscripts in’ roman 
characters, and he was supported by Pandit Mahesh Chandra Nyayaratna. 
The Pandit has got a son on the new Committee, and it is vety probable that: 
the labours of father and son, together with those of Mr, Brown, to have the 
Bengali, Urdu and Uriya manuscripts written in roman characters will prove 


successful, especially in these days, when Mr. Pedler is at the head of: the 
Education Department. 


All this puts us in mind of an old scene. On one occasion Mr. Woodrow, 
who had the reputation of being a good Bengali scholar among the Euro- 
peans, was appointed at one of its’ meetings to select. Bengali text-books for 
the Calcutta University. Dr. Rajendra Lala Mitra who was present at‘ the 
meeting rose and gravely asked if faustywa (Vidya Sundar)'would not make 
an. excellent text-book. Mr. Woodrow was much pleased and said yes, The 
Doctor proceeded to say that not the whole, but a part of the book should. 
be selected. Mr.. Woodrow agreed to the 5... roweve The Doctor added 
that in one place the writing was very sweet and replete with morality, and 
recited a very. obscene verse from the book. Mr. Woodrow seemed to be 


very well satisfied and said “psycatq! sqegta!” (Excellent! Excellent !) 


The other Europeans present desired to have an English translation of the 
lines; and when Dr. Rajendra Lala translated them into English, they roared 
with laughter, while Mr. Woodrow cut a very comic figure. Finally, the task of 
selecting Bengali text-books was entrusted to Dr. Rajendra Lala. 


26. The same paper says that from the 1st April of this year the Punjab 

The Panjeb University University will cease to appoint members to the 

: ‘ local Text-book Committee, the Government alone 
making all the nominations. Under Lord Curzon the Indiaps are going to 
lose all independence in matters educational. He isan advocate of the ‘polidy 


eh a e people of India dependent on the Government in almost every 
r.. ; 


> oe 
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' 97 The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta } of the 12th April. has the follow- 


Sects eh. Muhamuiede ice. te tedielien | Agate pray Saag 

-otors of 8 ‘2. The Muhammeadan population in the districts 
ey in ay gg = agp seen of Rajshahi, Malda, Dinajpor and Rangpur is about 
twice as great as the Hindu population in those districts. And yet Muham- 
madan education is not making satisfactory = there.’ A paucity of 
efficient Muhammadan educational officers 18° © iefly responsible for this, In 
every district of the Dacca Division, there is'a Muhammadan Deputy Inspector 
of Schools. Of the six districts in the Burdwan Division, three have got 
Muhammadan Deputy Inspectors. As the Muhammadan — population of the 
Rajehahi Division, as compared with that of the Burdwan Division, is three 
times greater, a larger number of Muhammadan Deputy Inspectors is needed 
in that division. No considerable progress in education can be expected if only 
Sub-Inspectors are entrusted with the work of Deputies. According to the 
orders of Government, there should be 13 -Muhammadan Sub-Inspectors in the 
above four districts, whereas there are re four at present as a matter of fact. 
Owing to the party feeling which prevails in the District Boards and the 
majority which is commanded by the Hindu members, it is difficult to say when 
the districts in question will have the fixed complement of Sub-Inspectors. 
Government may, if it is so minded, appoint Muhammadan Deputy Inspectors 
to these districts, the small number of schools there not justifying the appoint- 
ment of additional Deputy Inspectors. Since the establishment of the Education 
Department, the Hindus have been enjoying a monopoly of Deputy Inspector- 
ships of Schools even in those districts w the Muhammadan popecsuce 
predominates, and it is now desirable to post Muhammadan Deputy Inspectors 
there. Government may also place them in charge of Hindu and Muhammadan 
Deputy Inspectors alternately. ‘The Hindu Deputy Inspectors of Rangpur and 
Rajshahi are about to retire, and we shall be glad to see Government appoint 
Muhammadan Deputy Inspectors in their place. 


(e) — Local Self: Government and Municipal Administration. 


28. The Charu Mihir {Mymensingh]} of the 9th April says that nothing is 
being done to remove the prevailing water-scarcity. 
Cholera and other diseases are beginning to break 
out in several places, and will increase with the increase of water-scarcity if the 
rains are delayed. : | 
29. A correspondent.of the Pratinidhi[Comilla] of the 10th April draws 
: _ attention to the great necessity of employing «a 
aa Btppeee disteist. dispensary 12 compounder and a menial servant in the Nachhir- 
dks Dispensary in the Tippera district. The 
work in the dispensary is so heavy that itis impossible for the doctor to go 
through it without assistance. LAs 

30.’ The Khulna { Khulna} of ~ T1th som eye that ene numbers of 
. ATS ._ Cattle are dying of small-pox, and other epidemics 
a eee bee ee fn the Khulna district. Soubleving 
_ that-this causes serious loss to cultivators. the District 
Board should make no delay in appointing veterinary ductors for the treatment 
of the diseased animals. f ‘this is done, a good many of them may yet be saved. 
31. ~In reviewing the Peo ccs few the Disc Boards - Bengal aie 

| ie GIN GOs. ol, me! “1900, the Sanjivani | Calcutta) of t 
Boards Turing 1890-1000. rai: lith April says that:the method teh the: Distein 
1c ae Oe - Boards ere i for removal af. water-scareity 
is not likely to produce-any good result within a measurable period of : time. 
Land for the exeavation of new tanks is not easily available, and this: will 
prove. the principal obstacle m the way of the District Boards carrying out 


Water-scarcity in Mymensingh. 


their pep water-supply. But, instead of seoking to exeavate uew tanks, 


the Boards car easily overcome the difficulty by undertaking the: revexcavation 
eed ecg aonb play ar ne ee es 
for drinking: and: calinary purposes'undes section 90 of the Local Selé-Govern- 


ment Act. The Boards may purebese those tanks whose Owners sre. poor and 
ae to: sell them, and;: secondly, they qu advance: loans without inte 
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tanks and yet are too poor to re-excavate them. . The question of water. 
supply ma ve a large extent be solved by the adoption of i two bad orig 
been in the year under review about public health in fairs, festivals. and 
melas, More money ought to be spentonthisobject. © .. . -:., 
Some District Boards have made a fair start in the matter of supply- 
ing medical aid for cattle. Their example ought to be followed by all 
Boards. It is also satisfactory to learn that a few Boards spent some money 
on keeping stallions for breeding a better class of horses and cows than 
are ordinarily met with in this province. If this example is. followed | 
the other Boards, much improvement can be expected in the condition of 
Indian cattle. Cee 
The progress made in road-making was not unsatisfactory, although the 
District Boards seem to have been as indifferent as before to the question of 
drainage and keeping sufficient water-passages across the new roads constructed. 
The neglect to keep a sufficient number of such ages when a new road is 
constructed tells very injuriously on the health of the locality. The District 
Boards did not also pay much attention to the construction of bridges, | 
The Howrah District Board made a good income out of the light railways 
within its jurisdiction. The other District Boards may benefit by its example 
and encourage the construction of such railways within their respective 
jurisdictions. 
82. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 11th April says that there is acute 
| water-scarcity in Baxir Hat, Patharghata, Bandel 
son ster-seareity in Chittagong and other places situate within the limits of the 
Chittagong Municipality. The water of the local 
tanks has become extremely foul, and the inhabitants are suffering intensely. | 
But the local municipality takes no steps to relieve their suffering. The 
municipality has increased its expenditure by giving an increase of pay to 
its overseer, but nobody knows what the overseer has done to merit this 
increase. The money could have been better spent in improving the condition 
of the foul tanks in the town. 
33. The Faridpur Hitaishint (Faridpur]} of the 13th April says that there 
a? 18 great scarcity of water in all parts of the Faridpur 
Water-scarcity in the Farid- district. Khals, bile and tanks have nearly dried up, 
pie and the little water that still remains in a few of 
them is undrinkable. Government should look to this, for it is to be regretted 
that the people should suffer from water-famine when the road and public cesses 
are regularly realised from them. 
34. The Prativast | Calcutta] of the 15th April says that during the last 
nine months the Commissioners of the Calcutta 
Municipality have received fees amounting to 
Rs. 11,960 for attending meetings of the General 
Committee. Considering the improvement that has taken place in Calcutta 


under the administration of these Commissioners, surely their reward should 
have been larger ! 


Attendance fees of the Calcutta 
Municipal Commissioners. 


(S)—Questions affecting the land. 


35. A correspondent of the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika 

_ [Calcutta] of the 10th April says that the Govern- 

ying, Dismond Harbour Khas ment khas mahal known .as the Diamond Harbour 
bazar land in the 24-Parganas ‘district was assessed 
in 1891, and its next assessment was by rule to come off in the present year. 
But in 1896 the Commissioner of the idency Division stuck up a notice 
on a tree in the mahal stating that all lands in the mahal had been re-assessed, 
and that the rates of rent had been fixed at Rs. 10, Ra. 14, Rs, 16, and Rs; 20 
per bigha of land of different qualities. Some time after this, that is, in 
1898-99, when much zubn was being committed on the raiyats for-the realis- 
ation of the rent at the enhanced rates, Pandit Rakhal Chandra Tewari wrote 
‘some newspapers condemning the proceedings, and Mr. Buckland, the Com- 
the preparation of «reoordcofsights wader Chapter 10 of the, Bengal Teasoy 
pre 10n Of & record-of-rigats under. ter. 10:0£ the Be Lenancy 

In the record of rights: prepared under. ‘his. order, the Settlement Officer 
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the Collector, Mr. Allen 
lands to Government before the end of the month of Chaitra. 


paddy land, measuring two bighas, for fo 
Rs. 3,000 on its improvement. But the Collecior agains! 
a suit for recovery of khas possession. This suit will be tried not in Diamond 


Hdrbour, but at Alipore to the greatest inconvenience of the defendant, and 


The editor asks the Lieutenant-Governor to be kind to these khas mahal 
ralyats, 
36. Tho Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 13th April has the following :— 
Government intends to establish an Agricutural 
The proposed Agricultural Bank on the following principle. The Magistrate 
mera of a district should explain the utility of such a 
bank to all the zamindars and talukdars in his district. They should then form 
themselves into a Loan Committee, if they approve the proposal. They may 
advance loans to this committee at reasonable interest, or may borrow from 
Government on sufficient security, Branch committees should then be formed 
in every village. But the question is how such a bank will work, and whether 
it is likely to be a success. The following questions suggest themselves in this 
connection :— pee 


(1) Government will not lend money from its own treasury to the Agri- 
cultural Bank; even if it does, it will realise the sum again as early as possible. 
In that case will the zamindars and talukdars lend or deposit their money in 
the bank, or at least will they be willing to do this without Government 
security ? | 


(2) The poor people of villages who may intend to borrow money from 
the local committee will be required to produce sufficient security. What will 
be done in the case of a man who has none to stand surety for him? 


(3) The intending borrower will have to state fully the reasons for i 
the loan, and if the reasons seem sufficient to the members of the loca 
committee, then only will the loan be ted, otherwise not. Then, again, 
how the borrowed sum is spent will be closely examined. Many perhaps ma 
not like to bind themselves by such hard-and-fast rules. If such a bank is 
established, the money-lenders may not easily lend money toa man. What is 
to be done for him then ? ee ok 


(4) In conducting such a rural bank, expenditure must be curtailed as 
much as possible. In most cases paid officers cannot be entertained. Under 
such circumstances, how will the begar system work ? “4 


__ (5) The Viceroy says that the Central Committee of the Agricultural Bank 
will be composed of. well-to-do, influential and educated men, and, if possible, 
of men who have Janded property. What will be done in cases where such 
men cannot be found or are not willing to co-operate ? 


(9) —Ratlways and communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 
87. «~The Khulna [ Khulna} of she Lith April says that the Bhairav river 
a a ween Alaipur Jatrapur has almost silted -up. 
Mp of x ol pe ne Bhairey A large amount of sivar-boris traffic passes ug 
_ these places, and- in the hot season there is:h y 
‘any day which does not see the destruction of laden boats caused by ‘the 
striking against the sand banks in the river. The District Magistrate is 
to see the condition of this 


| adopt measures for the purpose of making it navigable by boate. . 


rt of the Bhairay with. his own: :eyes, 
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- §8. A correspondent of hee egies ie J of the 12th April cays 

ge a ee oe ae road from the Boinchee stati 
A road in the Burdwan district. + Vaidvanur in the Burdwan district. is in > yen 
bad condition for want of repairs. Four miles of the road from Boinchee to 
Jamalpur is under the District Board of Hooghly, and the remaining one mile 
from Jamalpur to Mey ge is under the District Board of Burdwan. The 
Boards now say that they do not derive any income from the road, and 
go cannot spend much money for its repairs. How is it that it took 17 or 18 
years to arrive at ‘his conclusion? If the road is to be neglected in this 
way, why did the Boards ask for private contributions when it was under 
construction ? 


39. Another correspondent of the same paper says that the narrow road 
to Shampur (Bagnan) 1s also in a very bad: condi- 

A bad road. bd y . e . 
tion. The Local Board repairs it every two or three 
by filling the parts here and there with earth. The road is used by at 


ears 
feast 300 people every day, and so its repair is urgently needed. 


40. The Faridpur Hitaishini [Faridpur] of the 12th April says that the 

on construction of a railway station between Kanv- 

pt Zaitvay station wanted inthe khali, Pansa and Belgachi in the Faridpur district 

. will greatly facilitate the trade of the surrounding 
places. It will also bring ample remuneration to Government. 


(h)— General. 


41. The Prabhat [Calcutta] of the 17th April writes as follows :— 

The days are, indeed, gone when the Rev. 
J. Long was sent to jail for having translated 
the Bengali drama Néldarpan. But there is not the 
least doubt that indigo-planters continue to enjoy the Government's favour. 
The indigo-planters in the mufassal live on terms of the greatest familiarity 
with young civilians. An povonp snes no matter whether he is the con- 
plainant or the accused in a case, always addresses the young civilian Sub- 
divisional Officer of his subdivision as ‘‘ My dear .’ Any other man 
has personally to go to court and. wait there for hours if he has to lodge a 
complaint, but an indigo-planter has only to write a letter setting. forth his 
complaint, and forthwith a warrant is issued against the accused, and the 
police come forth to investigate the case. Everyday experience has sufliciently 
convinced people that it is idle to bring a complaint against an indigo-planter, 
and that the result to the complainant of bringing such a complaint is not 
unoften to get himself into trouble. 


To help the tea-planters there is the cooly law. By virtue of this law tea” 
lanters can take coolies to their tea-gardens, and prevent their escape there 
om. It is extremely doubtful if there would have been a single tea-garden 

in Assam without the help of this law. The tea-planters give poor wages to 
their coolies, make them go through excessively hard labour, and, over and 
above this, frequently commit oppressiuns upon them. Local labour is there- 
fore impossible to get, and coolies have to be imported from distant parts of 
the country where the conditions of life in tea-gardens are unknown, and the 
jnhabitants of which can, therefore, be easily deluded into taking’ service i 
those gardens. If after a short experience a cooly is disposed to leave that 
gervice, the law prevents his making good his escape. ak ee 


_ Government's favouritism to 
tea and indigo planters. 


t shows to 
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Gavérhinédit does not care, so long es it can in any way help the tea-planters 
to earn something. : ; 


- Again, look at Government’ s. favour to the indigo-planters. The. 


L ieutenant-Governor is glad to learn that the Bihar Planters’ Association and 
args Tiapdevenitnt Syndicate have been amalgamated, and His Honour 
has promised a handsotne amount to be spent annually for effegting improve- 


ments in the manufacture of indigo and thereby benefiting the indigo-planters, 


sho aré mostly Europeans. We are not sorry for this. But can Government 
Fe milatly idnoed to spend Rs. 50,000 annually on the improvement of any 
industry in which Europeans have no concern ard in which the children of the 
scil are alone interested ? Certainly not. And that is what we regret, Why 
saritiot. Government sée that it can earn the gratitade of, the whole 
country if it endeavours to benefit the people by passing laws and spending 
money in the manner in which it is constantly endeavouring to benefit, the tea 
and indigo-planters? Any attempt to improve any indigenous, industry 
becomes an eyesore to British manufacturers, and a law is immediately passed 
to check the attempt. It is, in fact, impossible to get any help from the 
Government for effecting any such improvement. Even if t e Government 
in this country is willing to render any help, the authorities 5 agian 
prevent them from rendering it. But quite different As the attitude of. the 
Government, if the industry, for whieh help is solicited, ig one in which 
Europeans alone are engaged or interested. In that case, Government is 
prepared to render every help necessarv to foster the industry. European 
competition has dealt a death blow to all indigenous industries, and if, in 
addition to that, Government slows, as it has been showing, special favour to 
some industries in preference to others, the latter cannot but be threatened 
with extinction. meen 5 hia ol 
We say all this not out of jealousy, but out of sorrow. It is for the 
Government to judge whether or no our complaint is just and reasonable. ___ 
42. The Charumihir Sadar rmag 3 of the 9th April says that after a 
long time Government is going to do justice to 
- Mr. B. De's claims to promo Mr, K, G. Gupta, a deserving officer, by appointing 
_ him Commissioner of the Orissa Division. Mr. B 
De is another deserving officer, and people -will be glad if he is appointed Com- 
missioner of Excise in the place of Mr. K. G. Gupta. | 


43. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika {Calcatta] of the 


sect for 101. Oth Abril writes as follows :-— ere nae 
ee ee me eee This year there has been a surplus of forty- 


two lakhs in the revenue of Bengal. The Govyern- 
ment has to keep at the end of the year a surplus of at least twonty -lakhs of. 
rupees, But during the Lieutenant-Governorship of Sir Alexander Mackenzie. 
the finances of Bengal Government got into such a deplorable condition that. 
when Sir John Woodburn took over charge from him, he found that there was’ 
_ hardly a surplus of ten lakhs in the exchequer. Retrenchments were there- 


fore at_ once ordered on all sides; the money of the District Boards commenced 
to be spent'on other than their legitimate objets ; the Education Department 
began to be starved; and Government failed to give any assistance to the 
places where large numbers died of cholera and malaria. In fact, every’ item 


of expenditure, except the expenditure on the migration to the hills had the 


pruning knife applied to it. : | 

It is a matter of congratulation that the finances of Bengal have been 
brought within so short a time to such a flourishing condition as to show 
a surplus of forty-two lakhs of rupees. In explaining the Financial Statement, 
Mr. Baker gave some idea of the way in whick & portion of this surplus was to 
be spent. ‘Yhough the Government will speed Ks. 21,380,000 out of this 
surplus on various objects, not a cowrie will be spent on the sanitary improve- 
ment of the sonfasiall villages, where the very people who are sapplying the 
revenue are dying in large numbers every day of various diseases like cholera, 
fever, &c. It is all very well to wake additions to the High Court buildings, 


to increase the salaries of executive and judicial officers, and tu extend the. 


Christian and Musalman burial grounds when Government has the money to 


do them, but why should not the mufussal people reap any benefit from the 


taxes they pay ? 


CHarv MInIR, 
April 9th, 1901. 
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PRaTInNIDHl, 
April 10th, 1901, 


Sai Sar VisHNv 
PriYa-o- 
Ananpa Bazar 
PaTRIKa, 


April 10th, 1901, 


HrravaDl, 
April 12th, 1901. 


Hi taVaDI. 


NavaYoua, 
April 13th, 1901. 


PRATIVASI, 
April 15th, 1901. 


Dacca GaZzerts, 
April 15th, 1901. 
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44, The Pratinidht [Comilla] of the 10th April urges on the Govern- 
ie a ORS Ce necessity of introducing plague examin- 
Prine = Pama ‘y®™ ation at the Sealdah, Goalundo, and Chandpur 
| stations, if it is at all anxious to prevent the 
of plague in East Bengal. People are coming home to East Bengal in 
numbers from Calcutta, and a few imported cases of plague have alr y 
occurred. Government did not act rightly in abolishing the examination, _ 
45. The Sri Sri Vishnu Prtya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika | Calcutta) of 
the 10th April is glad at the appointment of 
Mr. K. G. Gupta as Commissioner of the Orissa 
Division. It is rumoured that this was done at the special request of 
Sir John Woodburn. When Mr. R, C. Dutt failing to become a permanent 
Commissioner resigned the service, people thought that a Divisional Commis. 
sionership was not intended for a native. But Sir Alexander Mackenzie was 
then the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, and now we have Sir John 
Woodburn. 
46. The Hitavadi (Calcutta! of the 12th April is glad to learn that Mr. 
K. G. Gupta has been appointed Commissioner 
of the Orissa Division. The promotion of such 
deserving native officers is not only an honour done to the country, but alsoa 
pruof of high-mindedness on the part of the authorities. 
47. A correspondent of the same paper writes that the University 
és itis oh itis i Se Examination certificates produced b 
the Telegraph Office Examination, Him and a friend of his in support of ther 
statement as regards their age were rejected b 
the oe Office, and they were asked to produce their horoscopes, whi 
unfortunately they have not. He wants to know what is done in the case of. 
Anglo-Indians who most likely do not keep horoscopes. The University certificate 
enables one to get admission in all other departments of Government and even 
to appear in the Civil Service Examination. Why should it not then have any 
value in the Telegraph Office? The correspondent and his friend have not 
been allowed to present themselves at the examination, simply because they havé 
not been able to produce their horoscopes. ) | 
48. The Navayug bisarae! * > the 13th April has the following:— —__ 

e are very glad to hear of the appointment 
of Mr. K, G. Gupta as Commissioner of the Orissa 
Division. It is remoured that all European execu- 
tive officers in the Orissa Division will now be removed from it, and their places 
will he filled by native officers. We have no reason to complain even if the 
rumour be true. Let the European officials be satisfied anyhow. Any oppor-- 
tunity which enables a man to keep himself aloof from them is quite welcome, 
inasmuch as it saves one from their excessive love of salsam and dread of 
shoes and umbrellas. : | 

49. The Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 15th April says that Lord Curzon has 
done a memorable act by appointing Mr. B. L. 
Gupta to the place of Mr. Justice Prinsep, in 
disregard of the views of Sir John Woodburn and Sir Francis Maclean, who 
had sent up the names of three English Judges to the Viceroy for the officiating . 
appointment. It is a pity that officials like the Lieutenant-Governor and the 

hief Justice should be blind to the merits of Mr. B. L, Gupta. The Belveders. 
and the High Court are developing an alarming friendliness. 

50. The Dacca Gazette {Dacca} of the 15th April has the following 1 

Lord Curzon and the twel ‘English beg Pre 
utiine wi Lord Curzon has made a few questions affecting 
the interests of the country his own since his. 
advent into this country. His Excellncy himself gave out on several occasions 
that these question were engaging his serious attention. But we were so. long 
in the dark as to what these questions were or might be. We are glad to see 
that the Viceroy himelf has at last taken us into confidence and enlightened us 
on the point. The questions are— 
(1) The creation of a sound frontier policy. 
rs The reduction of official transfers, 
(3) The abolition of superfluous report-writing. 


Mr. K. G. Gupta’s appointment. 


Mr. K. G. Gupta’s appointment. 


Rumoured transfer of European 
officials from Orissa. 


Mr. B. L. Gupta’s appointment. 
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(4) The inauguration of a stable exchange. : pg? 

tS) The satabitahmadent of’ lower. telegraph rates between England and , 
India. oe ae : | 

(6) The extension of railways. 

7) The extension of irrigation, — : 
8) The reduction of agricultural indebtedness. 
9) The preservation of ancient monuments. i ye 83. te 
(10) The improvement of the relations between British soldiers and. 
villagers. | 
11) Educational reform. —s 
(12) The reform of the police. | ee ae 

Some of these questions are directly of vital importance to us affecting, as 
they do, the best interests of the country. With regard to the frontier policy, 
we would humbly request Lord Curzon to wisely discriminate between the 
forward policy of the lovers of war and the policy of studious inactivity of the 
lovers of peace. We would suggest a policy that would be consistent with all 
ideas of self-respect and prestige and at the same time productive of material 
good to the rulers and the ruled alike. wae as 

Rules of official transfer as they at present exist are objectionable on 
grounds of economy as well as expediency. One officer is seen holding a 
sinecure appointment, and that again in his own native district, for nearly a 
quarter of a century, whilst another is constantly under orders of transfer and 
that again far far away from his native district. Why this undue favour to one 
and disfavour to another? Extremes should always he avoided, WNo-transfer 
is as objectionable as only-transfer. 

The abolition of superfluous report-writing will save a good deal of time 
and trouble to the officers concerned. It will expedite office work, and, as 
such, it is calculated to minimise the expenses of Government by curtailing the 
office-establishment. 

To provide against drought and the scarcity of food-grains and famine 
consequent thereon artificial irrigation is essentially necessary. Lord Curzon is 
gathering informations as to where artificial irrigation is necessary and feasible, 
- what steps at such irrigation should be taken and what would be the estimated 

probable cost thereof. 

The proposal of the reduction of agricultural indebtedness speaks highly of 
the noble heart Lord Curzon is possessed of, The opening of Agricultural Banks 
allover the country to help, in times of need, the poor raiyats with money to buy 
cattle, implements of husbandry, seed-grains, &c., as suggested by Lord Curzon 
is indeed a move in the right direction toimprove the condition of the peasantry 
who now lie at the entire mercy of the professional money-lending usurers. 

We cannot comprehend what the educational reform will be directed to. 
We do not understand what His Excellency means by “the clear determination 
of the relations between private enterprise and the State.” It may possibly 
mean that allthe private schools and colleges are to be brought under the 
direct absolute control of the Government. In that case the result of the 
innovation will be simply disastrous to the development of private enterprise in 
the cause of education. We are slow to believe that ford Curzon,: who is 
reputed to have the good of the people at heart, will be the author of so 
retrograde a measure as that. 

_ Then comes the question of police reform, the problem of all-absorbing 
perennce which is exercising the minds of all classes of the Indian people. 
Indeed, it is the burning topic of the day. The very appearance in the mufassal 
of the Police in uniform creates quite a panic in the neighbourhood. Nobody 
dare approach the police hoozsor if he can do without it. And why? The 
reason is not far to seek. Everybody knows that the hooesor can do him a 
world of mischief if he have the ill-fack of incurring his displeasure. The 
vagaries of the police have been exposed in all their nakedness times without 
number by District and Sessions Judges and the Hon’ble J udges of the High 
Court. ‘T'o reform the police means the thorough overhauling of the entire 
Department from the District Superintendent to the ordinary constable. 

ecruitment of a better class of men in the lower grades of the service alone 
will not do. ‘The loaves and fishes of the Department—the higher grades of 
the service—which have hitherto been the monopoly of the spoiled children of 


BuaRaT Mitra 
April 18th, 1901. 


BaNGavasl, 


April 13th, 1901. 


JolTI, 


April 11th, 1901, 
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fortune in Anglo-Indian families should be freely distributed to deserving men 
without any distinction of creed or colour. Now that Lord Curzon himself 
realises the fact that ‘‘ grave abuses have crept into this branch of the service 
and are responsible for administrative and judicial shortcomings that are 
generally deplored, besides py wides read and legitimate discontent,” 
we hope prompt measures will be taken to eradicate the evil, &nd a better order 
of things will be restored ere long. We would humbly request His Excellen 

to remember that the separation of the Judicial and the Executive is 
imperatively necessary for removing the abuses complained of, so much so 
that without it the reform of the police will not and cannot be effectively 
made. | ee : 


IV.—NatTIvE STATES, 


51. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 13th April says that the people 
The Punjab Government's inter- Of the Punjab is sorry that the local Government 
ference with the work of the is interfering with the working of the Council of 
— the Patiala State. Lately, the Council proposed to 
reduce the expenditure of the State, but the local Government disallowed them 
to do so. The Council have the power to do anything for the good of the State, 
and the interference of the Government is against the law regulating the 
Native States. | 


V.—PRosPEcTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


52. The Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 13th April says that when | 
soe Missionaries take helpless orphans under their 
Pm. gem Missionaries protection during a famine, it is improper to impute 
P to them a motive for their action without sufficient 
justification. Unless and until the Hindus can take care of their own orphans 
themselves and show that the Missionaries really stand in their way, they have 
no right to attribute the motive of conversion to the noble and disinterested 
Missionaries. The devotion of the Missionaries to the cause of relief during the 
famine in the Central Provinces was really praiseworthy. Cholera also broke 
out at that time, and mortality from that cause would have been very heavy 
but for the untiring energy and activity of the Miszionaries to check the spread 
of the disease. Whenever they heard of a cholera case, they at once ran to 
render assistance. — 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


53. The Jyots [Chittagong] of the 11th April takes strong objection to 
SET eran the manner : in which the authorities of the 
Victoria Memorial in Chittagong. Cbittagong district have set about the work of 
ees perpetuating the memory of the late Empress. A 
meeting, it 1s true, was held under the presidency of the Commissioner to 
decide upon the best way of perpetuating the memory of Her late Majesty, but 
at that meeting the Commissioner consulted no one’s views, but simply thrust 
upon the public the project which seemed to himself the best. The charge of 
coilecting subscriptions has been given to Mr. Lea, District Magistrate, and he 
is said to be refusing subscriptions. which are not coming up to his expec- 
tations. He has ordered his am/a to pay not less than one rupee each, and is 
said to have refused the subscriptions of Babu Ram Kamal Shaha who offered 
three hundred rupees, and of Rai Nityananda Rai Bahadur who offered two 
hundred rupees. 
_ There is one other matter to which the writer thinks it necessary to advert 
in this connection, What has become of the fund which was raised 0 
constract a ‘own Hall in Chittagong during the time when Mr. Anderson was 
District Magistrate? It is said that the t Magistrate is diverting the fund 
to other than its original purpose. Is this true? Either Mr. Lea or Babu 
Prasanra Kuma: should give a distinct reply to the public, as they have a right 
to know what is being done with the money which they subscribed for 


( 3811 ) 


definite object, Is Babu Prasanna Kumar himself in such circumstances as to 
be able to repay to the fund the ten thousand rupees which he had originally 
id to the fund, but had to take back under force of circumstances? Will it not 
shameful for him to pay ten thousand rupees to Mr. Lea to-day for a public 
urpose, and to-morrow take back the money, a8 he had once to do, or go about 
borrowing twenty thousand rupees. 3 
Does the Commissioner approve of the manner in which subscriptions are 
being collected? The authorities no doubt possess absolute power. They are 
at iberty to raise subscriptions for as many works of public utility as they 
please. But one fails to see what sort of English morality it is to appropriate 
the money paid by the public for one purpose to some other. This is a pure 
breach of trust. 


64, The Khulna (Khulna) of the 11th April says that a place near Bagirhat 
2 in ere Khulna Bi \ sarge a a ~ very 
An ancient mosque in the old mosque. e edifice is surmounte ny 
— stately domes and contains much pte | wor 
of great value. It was constructed long ago by one Khan Jahan Ali. But 
now it is showing signs of decay, and portions of the domes are crumbling 
down. The many large tanks situate within the mosque compound have 
become muddy and foul. Lord Curzon who advocates the preservation of 
ancient Indian monuments should direct his attention to this famous mosque 


and save it from destruction. 


55. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [ Calcutta} of the 12th April is glad to hear that 
His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 


y rr eee as® patron aoe —— to become a patron of the “Sahitya 


56. The Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of the 13th April is sorry that the 

“a a ad Government of India has been too late in com- 

i Tot: opemrcenes municating to Mr. Pennell the fact that his 

memorial to the Secretary of State for India 

would not be forwarded by the Government unless he omitted some portions of 

it in which the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal have been 
abused. Perhaps the Government will compel Mr. Pennell to go to England. 


57. Prativast (Calcutta) of the 15th April says that the people of the 


24-Parganas district have been grieved .to learn 

Pet dice *** that Mr. Allen, their Magistrate, gent away on 
leave. Mr. Allen’s name will be long remembered 

with affection and reverence in that district. The swectness of his nature and 
his modesty won bim the love of almost every person residing within his 
jurisdiction. He always worked for the good of his people, and took an active 
part in all undertakings calculated to promote their welfare. He used to 
visit houses and console their inmates in their misfortunes, A correspondent 


has written to say that the 24-Parganas district has seen many Magistrates, but 
never one like Mr. 


ing such a good name? 
The.Indians are naturally a grateful people. Perhaps the hearts of no 


other people on the face of the earth are so easily won by goodness. It is 


surprising that in such a country the relations between the rulers and the ruled 
have become so very strained. Let the officials only show a little cour and 


follow the example of civilians like Allen, Uldham and Bell, and they wil find 
that the Indians are a most obliging and grateful people. 


Urrya Papers, 


08. The Utkaldipika (Caleutts’ of the 6th April is of opinion that the 
aneete dt adiecudein ndian Police Department stands in great need of 


themselves closely to the task of introducing such reforms at an early date 
The writer observes that in the absence of confessions, the Indian Police find it 
very difficult to. trace out criminals in the case of serious and heinous offences. 


Allen. How many officials have the good fortune of acquir- 


reforms, and that the authorities should a ply . 


KHOLyA, 
April llth, 1901. 


Miair-o-SUDHAKAR, 
April 12th, 1901. 


BHaRaT MiTRa, 


April 13th; 1901. 


PRaTivasi, 
April 15th, 1901. 


UTKALDIPIKA, 
April, 6th 19vl. 


xt F 


 UTkaLDIPIKAa. 
April 6th, 1901. 


UTKALDIFIKA. 


trict Engineer of Cuttack. 


UTKALDIPIKA: 


UTKALDIPIKA, 


UTKALDIPIKA. 


UTKALDIPIKA.- 


SaMBALPUR 
HITaIsHInNI, 


April 3rd, 1901. 


HItTalsHINi. 


SavvaDvamixa, 
April 4th, 1901. 
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59, The same paper is happy to quote the opinion of the London Dai 


News that there is plenty of food in India, but. 
Poverty of the Indian people. Hoople are so poor that they have 7 cae 


enough to purchase food-stuffs at high prices, Hence it is the duty of the 
au thorities Ye study the economic condition of India carefully and ks such 
ste = as to enable the poor peasantry of that country to secure money enongh 
to 


eep their body and soul together, | 


60, Referring to the retirement of Mr, L. E. Desgratoulet, the District 
- _ Engineer of Cuttack, the same paper states that 
Mr. Desgratoulet, retiring Dis- Jo served in that district for a large number of 


years and passed his days quietly, mixing freely 


both with the Indian and English communities, to whom he had made himself 


an object of esteem. The leading members of the Indian community, aided 


by a large number of Europeans, held an evening party in honour of Mr. 


Desgratoulet and his wife, both of whom were entertained with great sympathy 


and affection. — 


61, The same paper objects to the transfer of Babu Anandalal Bose, 
Assistant Surgeon, Cuttack, on the grounds that 
he isa native of Orissa and has popularised the 
English system of medicine among the ignorant 
people who were averse to it, ‘The writer asks Government to reconsider its 
decision and postpone his transfer until another native of Orissa is available to 
undertake his duties. 


62. The eame paper looks upon the remarks of the Viceroy on the use 
of tea by the Indians as very appropriate, for the 
use of that drink is spreading in all directions in 
the Indian com uunity, and before long it will establish itself firmly on the 
indian soil. ) 

63. Referring to the meeting held by the Commissioner of the Orissa 
Division with the object of discussing the question 
of the introduction of Agricultural Banks in Orissa, 
the same paper states that though it is a new thing for that province, it may be 
first tried in select places and then extended gradually. The writer is 
that Babus Radhacharan Das, Hemant Kumar Mandal, Rai Hari Ballabh Bose 
Bahadur and Babu Krishna Charan Mahanti have volunteered their services in 
this behalf, and have undertaken to see that the system is introduced first in 
their zamindaris with success and with benefit to their poor tenants. 


64. Referring to the rules which have been framed in connection with 

ire aS Ls Pete i A aeagen of = ed school ag tog = 

eee or ety, eee 4 =~ which have been published in a recent issue of the 

. — — Calcutta Gazette, the same paper points out that the 

rule requiring authors to submit English translations of their vernacular books 

with those books is an unnecessary one and is calculated to stand in the way of 

the production of good books by meritorious authors. How can the merit of & 
book in the vernacular be judged by its English translation, asks the writer. 


65. The Sambalpur Hitatshini [Bamraj of the 3rd April is of opinion that 
, aps 2a engineers may enter Hindu temples with 
assy of Biase temples by the object of looking after its repairs, and regrets 
vet hat the Collector of Puri and his Engineer could 


not enter the Bhuvaneswar temple with that object, because local Hindu 
opinion was divided on the subject. 3 . 


The proposed transfer of the 
Assistant Surgeon of Cuttack. 


Tea as a drink of Indians. 


Agricultural Banks in Orissa. 


66. Referring to a liquid that has the property of extinguishing all 
Necessity of the prohibition of written words on any Pp aper, and that, though 
the sale of a liquid which obli- invented in Am erica, has found its way to India, 
terates written words. the same paper advises Government to prohibit 
its sale in the latter country, as its use will facilitate forgery to a large extent. 


67. The Samvadvahike { Balasore] of the 4th April approves of the order | 


Knowled __ ,.. Of Government, requiring its local officers of the 
off stole. ge of vernacular in highest _ grade to atudy » Giga alee the 


districts in which they are stationed. 


> 
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68. The same paper states that cholera and small-pox are raging virulent 
both in the Balasore town and its neighbourhood, 


Cholers and small-pox in = that 56 persons on an average are dying every 


69. The same paper regrets that the military expenditure of India is  sauysovamea. 
ae ; increasing year after year, and that an intelligent : 
India's military expenditure. = and far-sighted Viceroy like Lord Curzon has been 


unable to impede its progress. | 
NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 


Off9. Bengal Transiator. 
BrenGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE 
The 20th April, 1901, 


J. Bose.—Reg. No, 6690-—4#8-—-3 404-1901. 
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